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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


I  excLusive  to 

STATE  EXTENSJC»i 
*-6DITORS  


No.  282. 


DecemlDer  23,  1933. 


BUniTQ  A  COAT  AT 
MIDTTIiTTEE  SAISS 


?or  those  who  have  waited  for  midwinter  ss.les  "before  "bijying  a  new 


coat , 


,  at 


calls 


(iTazie) 


(Titled 


( Inst itut  ion) 


attention  to  some  pointers  on  good  coat  construction  from  the  U.  S.  Department 
of  Agric-jilture '  s  B'oreau  of  Home  Economics. 

Make  certain  when  trying  on  a  coat  that  it  is  comforta"ble  when 
you  walk,   sit,  or  reach  up.    Read  all  lalDels  giving  information  at) out  the  fa"bric, 
fur,  or  workmanship.    Long-v;earing  weaves  are  firm  and  close,  with  alDout  as  many 
yarns  in  one  direction  as  the  other.     The  yarns  are  even  in  size  so  that  all  wear 
and  soil  alike.    A  loosely  woven  fahric  tends  to  "become  "baggy  with  wear. 

Another  important  item  is  a  lining  that  will  last  as  long  as  the 
coat.     Other  qualities  of  a  good  lining  are  attractive  appearance  and  a  slippery 
texture  that  makes  the  coat  easy  to  put  on  and  take  off.    The  lining  should  he 
colorfast,  resistant  to  wrir-kling,  proof  to  v/ater  spots,  and  have  a  g^j.arantee 
against  shrinkage. 

The  most  servica"ble  lining  for  an  all-pur[30se  coat  is  a  good  firm 
quality  of  pure-dye  silk.    A  weighted  silk  majr  give  satisfactory  wear  for  a  year 
or  two.    The  hetter  q-jalities  of  rayons  give  good  service  also  "but  they  need  to 
"be  sec^arely  sea^ned  to  avoid  fraying. 

The  warmth  of  a  coat  depends  a  great  deal  on  its  interlining. 
Wool,  either  as  a  v;oven  fabric  or  as  fibers  quilted  "bet".veen  cotton  and  mull,  is 
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desiralcle  in  an  all-purpose  coat.     In  sports  coats,  cha^iolslike  materials  turn 
cold  and  ";;ind  effectively.    Look  for  tags  that  tell  '.vhat  the  interlining  is  made  of 

HYerj  piece  of  a  good-quality  coat  is  cut  accurately  with  the 
proper  grain  of  the  cloth.     The  parts  are  put  together  with  precision  and  pressed 
at  each  step  of  the  construction.     Seams  are  wide,  evenly  stitched,  and  stayed 
with  preshr-ijirLk:  tape  to  prevent  stretching.    Matching  thread  is  used  throughout. 
The  lining  is  hand-felled  and  has  a  generous  pleat  down  the  center  of  the  "back 
to  allow  for  give.    Lining  and  coat  are  finished  separately  at  the  lower  edge  "but 
are  caug'it  together  with  Dar-tacks  at  the  seams.     The  hem  at  the  lower  edge  of  a 
':'/ell-inade  coat  is  finished  with  flat,  good  quality  riblDon  tape  and  "blind- st itched 
to  the  coat.     It  is  continuous  with  the  hem  on  the  front  facings.     The  lining  is 
finished  ah  out  an  inch  shorter  than  the  coat  to  rrevent  its  pushing  down  "below 
the  hem  line. 

Buttoriholes  sho-jld  "be  cut  with  the  thread  of  t'he  cloth  and  neatly 
and  firmly  made,  v/hether  worked  or  hoijnd.     Loops  are  satisfactory  if  even  in 
width,   strengthened  "by  an  inside  cord,  and  securely  caught  in  place.  Buttons 
should  "be  sewed  on  with  shanJkis  sufficiently  long  to  prevent  strain  on  the  cloth 
and  stayed  with  a  small  "out ton  on  the  "onder  side  of  the  coat. 

If  the  coat  ha^s  fur  trimming,  notice  whether  the  design  hrings  the 
fur  into  places  v/here  it  villi  get  ijindue  wear. 
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